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The Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 25, 2009

Services: 8:15 & 11:00 a.m. Divine Service

Lutheran Service Book (lsb), page 184
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The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

the Lutheran Student Fellowship at Stanford University
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1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA  94301-3347

Telephone: 650-853-1295

www.paword.com
Christ Has Appeared to Us

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

The Epiphany Season commemorates no event but presents Christ who, through signs and wonders, manifests Himself as God in His Ministry.

The Gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Gentile (Romans 1:8–17). Even in the Old Testament, the Gentiles were beneficiaries of God’s saving power. Though unimpressed at first with the Word of God, a Syrian commander is persuaded to receive that Word, and in the water he is cleansed and brought to faith in the God of Israel (II Kings 5:1–15a); so also in the New Testament a Roman centurion demonstrates great and humble faith in the Lord (Matthew 8:1–13). All they need are the Word of Christ, for they trust that the Word of healing has authority to accomplish what it says. The centurion’s faith is praised by our Lord above that of any Israelite. Apart from faith in Christ, there is no salvation, even for a Jew, but only weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Green, denoting growth in Christ, is the color for the season of Epiphany.

Language of the Faith

The New Testament is the promise of the Lord’s Supper that the blood of Christ was shed in our place (vicarious atonement) for the forgiveness of sins, in order to satisfy God’s just demand for the death of sinners. This word of promise guarantees that all the benefits of Christ’s death for our sins are distributed in His body and blood in the Holy Communion.

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


The words of our Father, given flesh and blood in the epiphany of Jesus, are our certain hope.


LSB 589, “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”
Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 97

The Church and all creation are called to worship their Lord.

The heavens proclaim His righteousness, and all the peoples see His glory. For You, O Lord, are most high above all the earth; You are exalted far above all gods. The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! O you who love the Lord, hate evil! He preserves the lives of His saints; He delivers them from the hand of the wicked. Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to His holy name!
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect for the Day
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We pray God would have mercy on us, as He did the leper and centurion.

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, II Kings 5:1-16


Healing does not come except through faith in the Word of God; as Naaman believed the Word did he receive healing. His confession showed to the unbelieving in Israel that God’s blessing is received only through faith in God’s promises.

1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.

2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”

4So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 5And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothes.

6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”

7And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”

8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.”

11But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage.

13But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”

14So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he said, “Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.”

16But he said, “As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will receive none." And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 

Gradual, Psalm 102

The hope of Epiphany, the revelation of God’s glory, will find its fullest expression in the new Jerusalem at the new creation

Nations will fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth will fear Your glory. For the Lord builds up Zion; He appears in His glory.
Epistle, Romans 1:8-17


Paul offered a prayer of thanksgiving for what the Gospel had created among the Romans; he prayed that God would fulfill his desire to come to Rome, and he proclaimed that the Gospel is the power of salvation.

8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—12that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.

13I want you to know, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Alleluia & Verse, Psalm 97 
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Even the nations ought to rejoice with the Church that the Lord reigns supreme.

The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice, let the many coastlands be glad!
Holy Gospel, Matthew 8:1-13


What of the many sorrows caused by sin, and also the suffering that pervades a broken creation, affecting the body? Jesus speaks His Word and faith clings to that Word.

1When He came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him.

2And behold, a leper came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”

3And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

5When He entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to Him, appealing to Him, 6”Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.”

7And He said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have You come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who followed Him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment. 






(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Sermon Hymn


Through faith in Christ we are one. 

LSB 653, “In Christ There Is No East or West”
The Sermon

Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
Lord, in Your mercy,

C
Hear our prayer

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Proper Preface for Epiphany


The Church praises the Father who reveals His glory in His Son, who bestows forgiveness in His body and blood.

For what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymn

At the Table of the Lord are we one in faith, fed by the same body and blood of Christ that gives true life.


LSB 618, “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Mr. Shawn Leonard

Organist: Mrs. Marilyn Taddey

Choir Director: Mrs. Sally Winterstein

Choir Accompanist: Mr. Steve Winterstein

Altar flowers today are offered by

· Parke & Kurt Lehman in celebration of Sarah’s eighth birthday.

About the Cover

An illustration of Matthew 8:5-13
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God’s Stewards. Our Lord’s stewardship sows the seed of life and nourishes our lives: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9; see also Phil. 2:5-11). Thankfulness to God for His inexpressible gift (2 Cor. 9:15) is set forth as the basis for our giving; and in reference to “church charity,” Paul does not refer to the sum collected as “charity” but as a gift of thanks (2 Cor. 8:6) or a blessed gift (2 Cor. 9:5) or service (2 Cor. 9:12). Each term reflects a particular aspect of giving, indicating at the core that giving arises and is maintained by God’s giving to us, first of all, the spiritual blessings of the heavenly realms in Christ.
Missions. Matt Heise reports: “In the central Georgian city of Kutaisi, I had the opportunity to accompany our Georgian evangelists, husband and wife Zviadi and Tea Charkviani, as well as Zaza Kiknavelidze, as they visited the refugees. Together, we went to five buildings which house refugees from the war, most of them from the region of Upper Abkhazia. The refugees escaped with little but the clothes on their backs and whatever they could carry. Their current conditions are quite basic and despite the temperate climate here, the nights are dipping down into the thirties. It was very clear that space heaters were needed and as they cost about $20, this was out of the range of people who have lost virtually all of their possessions. One man who we met fled with his 10 children and 30 grandchildren from Upper Abkhazia. His family is currently scattered throughout the various abandoned buildings that are leftovers from the days of the former Soviet Union. Most of these buildings have been uninhabited for some time and are in a rundown state, but they are being used to house displaced people. They were grateful for the gifts of clothes and the space heater, which will help during the cold nights to come. Given that some of the refugees were being housed in tents, even a drab room like this is a blessing. Thankfully, I can report that no one is living in a tent now, although permanent housing is currently being built and no one has moved into a normal home yet. None of this assistance would have been possible were it not for the grant given by LCMS World Relief and Human Care. We are thankful for their partnership!”
Hotel de Zink. Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for up to 15 people who are homeless during the month of January. Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner are needed to feed them during their stay with us. Socks & travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Altar flowers. Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

An Evening of Jazz and Wine benefitting Lutheran Social Services of Northern California, Saturday, February 14, at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 12770 Saratoga Ave, Saratoga. Featuring the Jim Franz/Jan Nichols Quintet live in concert, mass jazz and clergy choirs, a silent auction & a raffle! 4:00 p.m. is Food, Wine & Silent Auction; 4:45 p.m. Live Jazz Concert; Raffle & Auction winners will be announced. Tickets, $40 each, can be ordered by phone: 925-825-1060 x17 or email shill@lssnorcal.org or mail your ticket order to Lutheran Social Services, 988 Oak Grove Rd., Concord, CA 94518. Find out more at www.lssnorcal.org 

LWML Annual Morning of Prayer. Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at 650-992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Stewardship of the Word: Sun (8:15) 34; (11:00) 56; Bible Class: (Sun) 17; (Wed) 9

The Priesthood Hears




“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Week of the Third Sunday after Epiphany: January 25 - January 31


MATINS
VESPERS
Sun
Psalm 15
Zechariah 1:1-21
Psalm 33
Romans 14:1-23

St. Titus, Pastor

Mon
Psalm 51
Titus 1:1-9
Psalm 116:1-9
Luke 10:1-9

Tue
Psalm 52
Zechariah 4:1—5:11
Psalm 116:10-19
Romans 15:14-33

Wed
Psalm 53
Zechariah 6:1—7:14
Psalm 118:1-13
Romans 16:17-27

Thu
Psalm 54
Zechariah 8:1-23
Psalm 118:14-28
II Timothy 1:1-18
Fri
Psalm 55
Zechariah 9:1-17
Psalms 120, 121
II Timothy 2:1-26

Sat
Psalm 56
Zechariah 10:1—11:3
Psalm 122
II Timothy 3:1-18

Announcements

January 25, 2009
Voters’ Assembly Meeting after 2nd service

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Narthex
Sun
1/25
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wed
1/28
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople
Thu
1/29
4:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Fri
1/30
6:00 p.m.
5th Friday Family Fellowship Night (rescheduled from 1/9)
Sun
2/1
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - 4th Sunday after Epiphany





Jonah 1:1-17, Romans 8:18-23, Matthew 8:23-27


11:00 a.m.
Divine Service

Tue
2/3
6:30 p.m.
Board of Stewardship Meeting



7:30 p.m.
Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wed
2/4
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople



1:00 p.m.
Women’s Guild Meeting
Thu
2/5
4:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sun
2/8
12:30 p.m.
LSF Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

Tue
2/10
7:30 p.m.
Church Council Meeting

Stewardship figures  --  December 12/21/08



Contributions
Expenses

Deficit

Interest Income


2007

$210,999

$232,123

$(22,024)
$21,432


2008

$240,133

$253,964

$(13,831
$27,147
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